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Nearly a third of working married
people are cagey when it comes to
telling their partner about how much
they earn, a survey has found.

It also discovered that the greatest

‘work-related strains on marriage are

long working hours and layotifs, in
that order. |

The survey, by the Christian Fam-
ily Service Centre’s Vital Employee
Service Consultancy, interviewed 510
working spouses.

It found that 21 per cent were not
candid with their partners about
their income, while 7 per cent actu-
ally lied about it, citing a smaller
amount than they were paid.

Asked why they did this, 43 per
cent of this group said they saw no
need to be open about their income.
About 30 per cent said it was because
their spouses had not asked them
about their incomes.

About 11 per cent said they hid
money from their spouses because
they wanted to build up their own
savings. Eight per cent said they were
reticent because they feared they
would be asked for more housekeep-
INg Money.

Among those who were honest
with their spouses, 19 per cent said
living together made it impossible to
hide the information.

Suen Lap-man, a management

?—f)ouses are economical
with the financial truth

.......

.........

! m 5urry tﬂ hear that vﬁu are haw ng a'
*‘ﬁ:maregr&at -

_f_l_eis’ Sta‘f apart far Sﬂme ttmoss

_ Do something about your Iaf;}ks
twanttodie when | see you. -
;;-;;ﬂther ;aﬁﬁﬂle earn 5{3 much mﬂfe‘than

vOu ‘jﬁ ........ R

{:nnsultant with Vital Employee Ser-
vice Consultancy, said relationships
mightnotbe hurt by this sort of secre-
cy. Buthe advised people who did not
want to disclose their income to ex-
plain the reason to their partners to
prevent them from becoming para-
noid.

The poll also found that among all
work-related stresses in a marriage,
41 per cent of respondents rated long
working hours the worst. That was
followed by pay cuts and layoffs, at
22.5 per cent, then the need to often
work overseas or on the mainland, at

S 10 per cent. When a
couple’s relationship
. was affected by set-
. backs at work, 35 per
| cent said they would
dﬂ nothing @bout it or ignore the
problem, while only 0.8 per cent
would seek help from professionals.

~ Almost half said they seldom or
never told their partmers about what
happened at work; men were more
likely to keep things to themselves.

Forty-seven per cent said their
spouse either did not quite, or totally
didn’t, understand their feelings
when discussing problems and diifi-
culties encountered at work. Seven-
teen per cent of men, compared to 9
per cent women, said their partners
failed to show empathy.

More than 20 per cent of women
expressed worries about their
spouses having extramarital affairs at
work, while only 2.8 per cent of men
were worried about it.

Respondents said the sweetest
thing a partner could tell them was, “I
support whatever you do”. The most
painful thing to be told was, “It'shard
to get along with you”.

Suen said the family service cen-
tre dealt with 73 maririages in crisis in
the first half of his year, more than
twice as many as the 31 cases in the
same period last year. He did not give
a reason for the sharp increase in
such cases.
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Secretive city couples seek
help as marital ties suffer

Serinah Ho

Hong Kong's marmicd couples are a
rather seeretive Lot

Nearly & third do not tell their spouses
theirexact earnings while almost halldo
niot discuss office happenings at home,
according to 4 recent survey

Thisdon"t-ask-don el policy prob-
ahly steme from unnecessary suspicion
within familics.

[t could also explain why thene were

a record 73 calls placed in the first half
of this ycar to the Vital Employee Ser-
vice Consultancy from families seckmg
counseling.
Crvier the past two months, the mantal
and carcer counseling servies inter-
viewed 310 mamied working couples,
aged between 30and 49.

Management consuliant Suen Lap-
man sand yesterday that 30 percent
claimed they did not tell their spouses
theeir excact ernings, with many citing the
need for privacy even after marriage.

*“Among those who admined hiding
their exect carmings from sponses, moee
than 70 percent sid 1L was not necessary
or that their spouses did not usk.""

Lwenty percent stressed the impon.-
ance ol financial independence

Nearly hall the respondents would
not discuss office 1ssoes with their
SPUUSES.

“When it comses to working life with
a member of the opposite sex, 25.1
percent ol female respondents tend o be
more willing to share their experiences

IREEESRE

LR R

Being frank
with one’s
SROASE My

help improve
A Hers at

home, advises
Wicky Ng ol the
Vil Employes
Service
Consaitancy,

S0 TAD

while anly 6.6 percent of the men are
willing to do s, " Suen said

He said nearly half the respondents
explainad their spouses either totally did
not understand or just panly understood
their parmer’s simation in office

Long working hours were cited by 40
percent of the resposidents as a key fctor
for poor family ties.

Cxpening op to one"s Spouse may ac-
tually help improve married life, said
serdor manager Wicky Ng Wal-ki.

““In some cases, WiIves may uncan-

sviously express their anxiety and
suspicions @nd this may stop husbands
from talkmg further about office hap-
penings, " Ng sand. She sugpested wives
recognire their hushands’ frankness as
o way to better ties,

Ng =aid a record number of marmed
couples had called i thes vesr,

“In the first half of last year we
eccived 31 calls but this year we
reccived 73, indicating more mamied
couples are having prohlems.**
staff_reporterasinglacnewscorp.com
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